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Twelve Countries Commonly
considered part of East Africa &
their populations

Burundi
comoros
Djibouti
Eritrea
Ethiopia
Kenya
Rwanda
Seychelles
Somalia
Sudan
Tanzania

Uganda
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9,832,017
41,087,825
41,048,532
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When the size and population of
this area are considered in
conjunction with the enormous
diversity of languages spoken,
religions practiced and
ethnicities living in the
region it is unsurprising to
find that East African Culture
is incredibly complex

Some Mcg/or
re//gfonS include:
Koman Catholic,

Meesling and

Protestant

However, there are common issues
which impact many East Africans
and influence their pursuit of
education both in Africa as well
as after immigration to the
United States.
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* High rates of poverty

* High degree of risk for
major
infectious diseases
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* Low schoel life expectancy ,
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Confusing
(read: Misleading)
Terminology

* What is considered "East
African" immigration

may not (and usually does
not) reflect an even
distribution of
individuals from each of
the twelve countries
generally described as
Eastern Africa.

* Information and
statistics concerning this
demographic are general
and tend to reflect those
countries with the highest
number of immigrants in the
U.S/0regon.

* General information and
news, statistics, and
recent/current history of
the countries of origin
suggest that Oregon receives
the highest number of
immigrants from the
following countries:
Ethiopia, Somalia, Kenvya,
Sudan and Eritrea.
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Number of East
African Immigrants
Admitted into Qregon

(2005)

Country Number of
of Origin Immigrants

Ethiopia 143 o000 4
Somalia 80
Kenya 30 "
Sudan 13

Eritrea 6

*Figures for Washington are
significantly higher. Given our
proximity, it is important to consider
these numbers as well. For the same
year, Washington received 630
immigrants from Ethiopia, 417 from
Somalia, 151 from Kenya, 102 from
Sudan, and 84 from Eritrea.

IMMIGRATION TO OREGON BY PLACE
OF ORIGIN 1870-2000

— Africa
= Oceania

_ Latin




Addressing WHEN members of
this group arrived to the
Portland-~-Metro area

* There is no particular

date when East African
immigrants arrived to

the U.S., Oregon, and ZZ o not
finally to our local /#gz7ern &/
community. @ once.

* Depending on the context and
experience of each different

country, immigration has at times

remained steady, other times
decreased, and (in the case of
several countries) increased
greatly in recent years.

e Furthermore, statistics DQ NQT
inform us of how many immigrants
from each Eastern African have
made their way to the Portland-
Metro area. Statistics, if
avallable, tend to reflect
Oregon as whole.
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1mMPUGration 1S * A growing number of East African

GROWING immigrants have, in recent

years, used routes traditionally
traveled by Latino immigrants:

"East

e Somali immigration is Africans

growing. Manuel Valdes have

(Associated Press) explains journeyed by

that "nearly 260 Somalis have alr, sea and

reached the U.S-Mexican border land to

in the first eight months re?Ch the

of . .. 2010, eclipsing the United

240 who sought asylum the States, taking them through
entire year before . . . The routes in Mexico and Central
number of Somalis arriving at america. "

the border in 2009 was more
than double that of 2008."

/Ifz‘/-'/ '/ cotoro Zhenetostribine com)/ 2010/ 06/ 14,/12289720,/ Somalis —awa/‘t—asy/am,htm/




WHERE
are East African
immigrant students
attending schoel in
the Portland metro
area? * Anecdotal information suggests
many East African immigrants
live and attend schoels in east

Portland and east Multnomah
county.

e It is difficult to say with
certainty, because districts do
not have accurate statistics.

* In the past few years, schoels
in PPS and in the David Douglas
district have seen significant
increases in the numbers of East
African immigrant students,
particularly students from
Somalia.
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WHAT
schoel districts are doing
to facilitate education of
East African immigrant
Students

* Districts help
families access
resources, not
only within the
district, but
also in the
county and
community (i.e.

foed stamps, Districts
transportation prox//o’e £SL
asSistance, assessment
etc) and
p/ade/nenz‘.

Http/, /. re/oaaz‘/onz‘oporz‘/ana/ com/all-
Schools—in-the-portland —oregon-sc Ahool-
district/
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e Somali language translation is
avallable on some websites.
* Other East African Languages
are not readily available in
district literature.

* PPS On-site translation services
DO NOT include any East African
languages.

* Other services, including high
schoel completion counseling, TAG
assessments, and translation
services.

* David Douglas Schoel District
website is less explicit than PPS's
website about how it serves
immigrant students and families.
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Accessing Services

PPS multilingual handboek makes
reference to the fact that
students and family members will
be given information about
their right to translation
services, but makes no mention
of how this right would be
effectively communicated to
someone who doesn’t speak
English.*

KIp:/ [ eocoeo portlandsc hools .org/ sc hools ) multilingual / (peblications/PPS
%20Mee/2ilingual % 20¥/andbook® 2051910 pdF i

To add to the difficulty level
of accessing services, little
tO no mention is made in
district literature of
specific cultural barriers or
how they are circumvented in
the attempt to connect
students and families with
essential services. Because
culture has enormous
implications on how likely a
family is to seek out services
or information, it is
extremely important that
teachers, staff, and
administrators keep this in
mind when they interact with
immigrant families.

“



The
Qregon
Department
of Education

Mtepi/ [ eoeow ec.Sregenesys com/ locations sl

The Oregon Dept of Education’s
website lists its criteria for
multicultural education,
which include providing
services which are “accessible
and culturally relevant for
all students, parents, and
staff.”*

Khtlpi/ [ coroeo ode state or us

The reality for East African
immigrants, however, is likely
quite far from this ideal, as
demonstrated both by the
difficulty our group faced in
finding information about East
African immigrants in Portland,
and the further difficulty of
finding country- and community-
specific information (“East
Africa” is a
very diverse
place, and
immigrants
from these
countries
reflect that
diversity).




BUT..

delivery of services is NQT
adequate to serve students and
families from East African
countries.

Hdp:) [ cooeo .uﬁaﬁmec/ica/acac/emy.orj/ abort/ 'gallery/9allery .t m/

In short..

schoels and schoel
districts make an effort to
provide aperopriate
communication and services
to all families




Community Resources:
IRCQ and Africa House

In 2007, IRCO opened

Africa House, which Ich =
provides services . ant

o Immlﬂr
and training to Rt 192>
African refugees Commumi‘/
settling in Orﬂa,,izatoon

Portland.*

In addition to the services
offered through African House,
IRCO also helps connect
immigrants and refugees with
county services to which they
may be entitled, such as foed
stamps Or health benefitg.**

Khtlp:/ [/ coroeo eastcountyneos com/ necs/story php? story_id=I7344135 255673600
KK /72‘2‘/9 ) [ eoeoeo .frco.orj/

Importantly, Africa House
also provides a way in which a
diverse constituency can find
common ground to advocate for
themselves as a group.

WD) ) eoeoes ./rCO.orj/ @Boit) Faces—of -
irco/Ffaces—of ~irco —efﬁop/‘a/



* They don't speak English

* No specific resources for East
African languages (Interpreters
included)

* Cultural norms are not respected
(clothes, prayer, etc.)

e Typically low socioeconomic
status, which can lead to issues
regarding proper nutrition,
hygiene, and more.

e Difficult for East African -~
immigrants to "fit in" with others,
i.e. find a clique

Significant Barriers
for East African 5
Immigrants 50/’?00/

In * Their needs are not always
addressed in teachers' curricula

-
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Significant Barriers
for East African

. the
Immigrants In

com™

e Lack of educational resources
in the community and in the home

* National political and
cultural rifts; the people of
East Africa don't necessarily
enjoy being lumped in with one
another

* Language divide
* Poverty

* Health issues, including
malnutrition, HIV, etc.

* People of East Africa have trouble
with immersion into American
society because of social
differences (i.e. the role of
women )

e Religious differences and lack of
religious resources; additionally,
the marginalization of Muslims
creates feelings of isolation,
confusion, anger, etc




In attempting to find
research related to East
African immigrants, we were
stunned and appalled by the lack
of quality resources and
concrete information
available. The difficulty we,
as graduate students who are
well versed in research
methods, have faced finding
information about East African
immigrants in the Portland
area is indicative of the level
of difficulty these immigrant
communities encounter as they
attempt to navigate not only the
schoel system, but also the
soclal services network.

Community resources like
IRCO's Africa House are key to
helping recent immigrants and
their families access the cultural
capital necessary to further their
personal, educational, and
professional goals. Hopefully as
the numbers of East African
immigrants continue to grow in the
Portland metro area the quantity
and quality of resources will
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